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Tips for Teaching Students that Struggle in 

Mathematics

1. Teach with explicit instruction.  When 
teaching a new concept, teachers will want 
to articulate their thoughts—really, to think 
aloud.

2. Teach with multiple examples.  When students 
see a variety of instructional examples, they 
develop tools to help transfer knowledge to 
new situations. 

3. Ask students to describe their strategies, 
steps, and solutions aloud. When they do so, 
students gain focus that stems behavioral 
and mathematical impulsivity and leads to 
better self-regulation.

4. Ask students to show their work with visual 
representations. CCSS Math Practice 5 
suggests that all students need to “consider 
the available tools when solving a 
mathematical problem.”

5. Teach students some general strategies for 
problem solving.  Use graphic organizers and 
identify problem types.

6. Use formative assessment data to make 
instructional decisions. Specific data helps 
teachers prepare. 

7. Provide opportunities for struggling students 
to work with peers. Studies have shown that 
children with learning disabilities benefit from 
working with a capable peer or older 
student.

Model of the Month:  
Bundles & Sticks K-2

Bundles & sticks support students’ 
emerging place value understandings by 
clearly representing the groups of 10, 
while also making it possible for 
students to perceive and count the 
sticks in each group as needed. Later, 
students use the bundles & sticks to 
develop and model strategies for 
double-digit addition and subtraction 
based on regrouping.

February Number Corner 
Previews

Each 30-minute video features 
an overview of the concepts 
and ideas for the month, a 
preview of each workout, and 
practical tips for organization 
and effective facilitation for 
Grades K–5.

Effective Practices
Use and Connect Mathematical Representations

Effective teaching of mathematics engages students in making 
connections among mathematical representations to deepen 
understanding of math concepts and procedures and as tools for 
problem solving.
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https://bridges.mathlearningcenter.org/implementation/blog/february-number-corner-preview-videos-are-now-available
https://www.nctm.org/uploadedFiles/Conferences_and_Professional_Development/Webinars_and_Webcasts/Webcasts/Nov30WebinarResource7.pdf

